
 
Platanus occidentalis - Celtis laevigata - Fraxinus pennsylvanica / Lindera benzoin - Ilex 
decidua / Carex retroflexa Forest 
 
COMMON NAME  Sycamore - Sugarberry - Green Ash / Northern Spicebush - Possum-haw /  

Reflexed Sedge 
 
SYNONYM 
 
PHYSIOGNOMIC CLASS Forest (I.) 
 
PHYSIOGNOMIC SUBCLASS Deciduous forest (I.B.) 
 
PHYSIOGNOMIC GROUP Cold-deciduous forest (I.B.2.) 
 
PHYSIOGNOMIC SUBGROUP Natural/Semi-natural (I.B.2.N.) 
 
FORMATION   Temporarily flooded cold-deciduous forest (I.B.2.N.d.) 
 
ALLIANCE   Platanus occidentalis - (Fraxinus pennsylvanica, Celtis laevigata, Acer saccharinum) 

Temporarily Flooded Forest Alliance 
 
CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENCE LEVEL  1 
 
USFWS WETLAND SYSTEM Palustrine 
 
RANGE 
Globally   
Platanus occidentalis - Celtis laevigata - Fraxinus pennsylvanica / Lindera benzoin - Ilex decidua / Carex retroflexa Forest 
has been newly described based on data from the Congaree Swamp National Monument.  Global distribution needs 
assessment.  Likely distribution includes at least the Atlantic Coastal Plain from Georgia to Virginia. 
 
Congaree Swamp National Monument  
This forest type occurs in the southern portion of the park on terraces of the Congaree River. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION 
Globally  
Platanus occidentalis - Celtis laevigata - Fraxinus pennsylvanica / Lindera benzoin - Ilex decidua / Carex retroflexa Forest 
has been newly described based on data from the Congaree Swamp National Monument.  Global environmental conditions 
await description but are similar to those described  
below. 
 
Congaree Swamp National Monument  
Platanus occidentalis - Celtis laevigata - Fraxinus pennsylvanica / Lindera benzoin - Ilex decidua / Carex retroflexa Forest 
occurs on terraces of the Congaree River.  These are relatively more well-drained than the adjacent flats. 
 
MOST ABUNDANT SPECIES 
Globally  
The globally abundant species are currently the same as the park-specific species listed below. 
 
Congaree Swamp National Monument 
Stratum   Species 
Tree canopy  Platanus occidentalis, Celtis laevigata, Fraxinus pennsylvanica, Ulmus americana 
Tree subcanopy  Acer negundo, Celtis laevigata 
Tall shrub  Asimina triloba, Lindera benzoin 
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DIAGNOSTIC SPECIES 
Globally  
The globally diagnostic species are currently the same as the park-specific diagnostic species listed below. 
 
Congaree Swamp National Monument  
Platanus occidentalis, Celtis laevigata, Acer negundo, Ulmus americana, Fraxinus pennsylvanica, Lindera benzoin, Carex 
grayi, Carex retroflexa 
 
VEGETATION DESCRIPTION 
Globally  
The global description currently is the same as the park-specific description below. 
 
Congaree Swamp National Monument  
The mostly closed canopy of this community is dominated by Platanus occidentalis, Celtis laevigata, and Fraxinus 
pennsylvanica.  These species, along with Acer negundo, are also important in the well developed subcanopy.  Other tree 
species are possible in these strata; these include Crataegus viridis, Juglans nigra, Acer saccharinum, Morus rubra, Ilex 
decidua, Ulmus americana, Planera aquatica, Quercus laurifolia, Liquidambar styraciflua, Carya aquatica, and others.  The 
shrub layer generally is sparse and is dominated by Lindera benzoin, Ilex decidua, Asimina triloba, and likely other species as 
well.  The herbaceous layer is typically sparse, and constant species are Boehmeria cylindrica, Carex grayi, Carex retroflexa, 
and Viola spp.  Other typical species include Botrychium dissectum, Carex lupulina, Chasmanthium latifolium, Onoclea 
sensibilis, Pilea pumila, Polygonum hydropiperoides, Polygonum virginianum, and others.  The vine stratum is moderate, and 
many species are possible.  Among these are Bignonia capreolata, Parthenocissus quinquefolia, Smilax tamnoides, Vitis 
rotundifolia, and Toxicodendron radicans. 
 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY SPECIES  
The exotics Ligustrum sinense and Microstegium vimineum are present in occurrences of this community. 
 
CONSERVATION RANK G3G5 
 
RANK JUSTIFICATION  This community type is globally relatively secure. 
 
DATABASE CODE  CEGL007730 
 
COMMENTS 
 
REFERENCES 
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